Sebring Bible Study 2025

“Staying Home”

The Heart of the Gospel in Colossians 1






“Lifeblood”
Colossians 1:20-22

WHY BLOOD?
Throughout Scripture: Eph. 1:7; 2:13; Hebrews 9-10 ---- and our SONGS!
WHY??? Why the blood of Jesus as God’s plan? Why so focused on blood?
e Maybe we say because of the OT sacrifices and covenant --- but the reverse is true
--- they are significant because of HIM, HIS blood --- Heb. 9:23; 10:1
e Jesus hermeneutic principle!
e [Focus on the blood of Jesus --- there is power in the blood!
I don’t like to often think about blood (father of a nurse). Again, why blood?

Leviticus 17:8-14 seems to give some clue as to how/why God thinks about blood --- life
IS in the blood --- “Its blood sustains its life” (v. 14)
e Jesus’ shed blood = His life . . . He gave His entire life
e Testimony of a dialysis nurse: “Nothing can replace it.” John’s Hopkins website:
nourishment, antibodies, heat, oxygen, --- no life without blood!
Sounds like what Jesus is to our lives!!!

Physical reality points to spiritual reality. Could the very design of our bodies point to
God’s design for us? For Jesus to be our only supply? No life without blood . . . no life
without Jesus. “LIFEBLOOD”

IN THE FLESH
Perhaps makes sense of two things Paul emphasizes
How Paul emphasizes “flesh” and “body” 1:24; 2:1, 5,9, 11-15, 18-19, 23
God really cares about body and flesh!
o “Itis good”
e Anti-Gnosticism --- Jesus really came in the flesh (John 1:14) and all the fullness
of the Godhead in Jesus bodily (Colossians 2:9)

God not against body (“bad”) --- wrong teaching --- asceticism in Colossae? Mistaken
holiness teaching?
In fact, He cares so much about body/flesh that He wants to live in ours!
e Not sure | fully comprehend an indwelling Christ beyond nice thought or
symbolism (Gnosticism?)
e Not only a Jesus who died for us and is a moral example, but the One who lives IN
US!
e Isn’t this the reality we symbolize and embrace in the Lord’s Supper? (1
Corinthians 11:25-27) Even more explicit in John 6:35, 48-58!!



His reality in us! What is Paul saying in Colossians 1:27-29?
e He wants to actually be in our physical bodies (Rom. 8:9-11; Eph. 3:17) --- not
Imaginary or symbolic, but real presence in our actual physical bodies
e He cares about our physical lives!! Bodies, flesh/blood stuff --- He is our power
and provision for whatever we face (v. 29)

God really cares about flesh and blood and is in us, working in us in it in everyday life!

FLESH TRANSFORMED
A second thing seems to follow from this emphasis in v. 22 and following

God cares about body, flesh, and blood --- not only to be in us and to provide (Thank
You!), but also to transform and make a difference in our bodily life = HOLINESS!

He does not leave us as we are --- but makes a radical difference in us
e ‘“holy” = the nature of God in us (love)
e “blameless” = “without blame or disgrace” — Eph. 1:4; 5:27
e ‘“‘above reproach” = “not accused, without reproach” --- literally “not called out” ---
the “open house life”

WOW!! This is what He does through His blood --- the normal of the kingdom --- a
difference in bodily life
Why? “To present you” = “to set before” . .. “May I present 7
e To the world --- Colossians 1:28; Philippians 2:12-15 --- His difference in our
bodily lives . .. HOLINESS!
e Perhaps even more . .. to Him
“In His sight” (v. 22) = “face to face” (literally) --- Eph. 5:27; Jude 24

The constant attitude, practice of the holiness life? God really cares about body, flesh,
blood

1. Jesus living within us --- His constant indwelling and being our lifeblood

2. My life a “presentation” of and to Him
Can’t have one without the other

Will I present myself . . . again? Romans 12:1-2 ... and keep presenting myself?

In light of His blood?



“Staying Home”
Colossians 1:22-23

HOLY MOVEMENT

Movement is good for our health

... and is also God’s intent for our spiritual health and growth --- Holiness --- Wesley’s
Order of Salvation

Colossians 1:22 --- reconciliation leads to holiness!!! God does not leave us “asis” . . .
movement is good and healthy

But there is an unexpected “condition” of His holy movement/progress in us: “if
indeed” (v. 23). His holiness in us requires our response to Him
God initiates (grace) >>>> we respond >>>> He produces His holiness in us

This is RELATIONSHIP! Relationship =response. “If indeed”

STAYING HOME
What does response look like? Surprising!!! Staying >>>> movement and growth!!

“If you continue in the faith”
e The main idea of response and condition of growing in holiness
e Present active indicative
e epimeno = “to abide” (John 15) + “upon/with”
o To continue with something --- Acts 12:16
o Tostay in a place --- relational --- Acts 10:48; 21:4; 1 Cor. 16:7

This idea of staying in place affirmed by two modifiers:

1. “grounded” = “to have had a foundation laid” --- Matt. 7:25

2. “steadfast” = “sitting” from word for a “sitting place, chair, stool”
All together . . . the picture of staying home

Stay home where? “In the faith . . . the gospel which you heard”
e [Echoes vv. 5-7 --- big deal in Colossians
e Stay home in the truth you received --- settle down --- make your home in truth
(build your house upon the rock)

THAT is how you move, grow, progress in holiness in v. 22! Want to grow in holiness?
Stay home! In truth!

The opposite of what the Colossians were hearing from the new teachers? Being offered
new “truth,” other ideas beyond “outdated” truth --- supposedly more “relevant,” with the
times, appeal to the culture. “If you really want to progress, listen to us.” Be “open”
(Rebecca Pippert: “You can be so open minded that your brains fall out”)



Such “new” ideas (really aren’t new) can be loud and influential --- can feel like pressure
to go along with it

Why Paul says in v. 23 “not moved away”
e Present passive participle: metakinoo --- “be moved WITH”
e “Heard mentality” --- staying “relevant” . . . supposed “progress”

But you STAY HOME in the truth --- don’t be moved away. THIS is where we progress
and grow in His holiness

How revival always happens (Jude) --- determined, earnest seeking, desperate for the
truth of the Word --- REMAIN!!!I' The old truth

LIVING FAITH
How do we do this without getting stuck in our ways? A risk for us!

“Continue in the faith” --- not in theology, church, tradition (defensive, angry)

Back to RESPONSE --- faith is a response TO HIM

Faith is living and relational

Why Colossians 2:6-7 --- similar language as 1:23

2:6 --- “So walk in Him”

Why 3:16-17, again similar language, “Christ dwell in your hearts by faith”

“Remain in the faith” is not staying home in SOMETHING, but staying home IN HIM
and in the truth of HIS WORD

Stay determined (by His grace) to stay at home in Him and the truth >>>> will see
movement, growth, progress of His holiness in us.
That is the progress the world needs! (reverse of what the world tells us)

1. Do we really want to move, grow in holiness?
2. Am | willing to stay home in Jesus and the truth of His Word against the pressure
to go with something apart from that?

Good news! His grace! Just respond to Him . . . He is inviting us home



“Next One Up”
Colossians 1:23-25
JESUS PREACHING!
Ever thought you knew about something, only to be surprised? (personal examples)
Something always surprising about the gospel --- not just a set of facts, but a PERSON

Something new to me about Him inv. 23: “the gospel which you heard, which was
preached to every creature under heaven”

e \We need the gospel --- need to get back to this! (Paul’s message)

e Importances of PREACHING the gospel --- 1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Tim. 4:32

e Needed now as much as then!

What surprised me in v. 23: “was preached to every creature under heaven.” What??
How?? Really?? But same wording used in v. 15 = “all creation” (pas ktisis)
Why wouldn’t this all be one discussion tied all together? Verses 15 >>> 23

1. Verse 23 “Was preached IN ALL CREATION under heaven” (en pasa ktisei) ---
makes sense of other NT passages that the gospel has already been preached
(revealed?) in all creation --- Rom. 1:20; John 1:9; Titus 2:11

2. Verses 15-20 all about Jesus --- all things in, through, for Him --- explains how the
gospel has been preached in all creation?
e Through Jesus --- His image, touch in everything
e Jesus as THE preacher???? The originator and source of preaching?
Matt. 4:17, 23; Mark 1:14, 38; 1 Pet. 3:19
Never thought about this before! Trying to get my head around it!
e | know Jesus preached, but what if He is the One who has preached the gospel in
all creation?
e Preaching the gospel much bigger than I realize! More than my words!
e Himdoingit. .. through us --- it’s His thing, not mine! His deal, not mine!

The gospel is bigger than me and does not need me quite like | think it does!

SERVANT OF THE GOSPEL

Quite a knock on me and my pride? Where does that leave me?

How often do I think of myself as indisposable? Parenting, politics, social media, church,
ministry, preaching --- “Master of Divinity”

Essential attitude/view of the Gnostic teachers or teaching affecting church in Colossae?
“You need us,” “Listen to us,” “We are the experts” --- move past “outdated” and
obsolete (the gospel) --- embrace our more enlightened version of the truth



Danger/threat of this today? Thus the need to “continue” (stay home) in the truth of the
gospel --- the need of gospel (Jesus) preaching that is lived out in our day!

Wait --- doesn’t He need people for that to happen? Aren’t we needed then? YES, but
maybe not in the way I might think (“master of divinity,” etc.) --- “You can’t do without
me”

A whole different attitude in this --- different role/approach --- so important that Paul
says it 2x: “minister” of this gospel and the church (vv. 23, 25)
e diakonos (deacon) = servant, waiting man
o “to wait at table”
o Not dignified in Greek culture
o “How can a man be happy when he has to serve someone”
e Image of “footman” in Downton Abbey

Not how I pictured myself! But how Paul identifies! Servant of the gospel! So opposite!
e Focus so completely on Jesus --- it’s all about Him
e Takes all the weight off of me --- no need to impress, create, accomplish (“You
need me”)
He is accomplishing what’s needed in my family, world, church, ministry --- He is over
all (vv. 15-20) and will make a way!

No wonder rejoicing! (v. 24) ---- I'm just the waiter, servant, available for Him to work
through

SUFFERING
What does He need me for, then? What’s my part?
One more surprise --- so different from my “master” attitude of my own importance

This servant life looks like v. 24 --- how it is lived out. Do I really want to?
The sufferings/afflictions of Christ in my own flesh --- | already knew a little about this
from 2 Cor. 4:7-12 (“fullness” and Jesus dispenser concept)

But taken by surprise a step further on being a servant of this gospel --- how Jesus (this
gospel) works and reaches people --- how He has designed us into the following
(personally shattering to me) . . .

“what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ”

Troubled by this at first. What is “lacking” with Christ???? How can anything be
lacking with Him!!!

“lacking” = usterama <<<< usteros = “behind or after,” “behind something or
someone, especially of time --- 2"% of the two --- “the next year”



What 1s “next” or “after” in the afflictions of Christ? How can there be “next” afflictions
of Christ? He has died and is resurrected!

IN MY FLESH? 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 (KJV, CEV) ---- how the gospel touches people --
-- through suffering and affliction of someone in whom He dwells?

“Next one up” principle. Isn’t this how the gospel and truth of Jesus came to me? It was
HIM working, but someone experienced suffering, affliction, paid a price for it to come
to me
e Immediate history --- someone was the “next one up”
e But long term --- all the people who suffered something for the gospel to come to
them and then to us --- for the church to go on

Maybe it wasn’t always a physical suffering like we might imagine, but there was
affliction, cost (2 Corinthians 12:7-107?)

What God asks of each generation --- SOMEONE has to be the next one up --- someone!!

Do we have it backwards in our time? “I’ve already given.” “I deserve.” But think of
Paul in this --- the “old man” (Philemon 9) --- still the next one up

Here’s what gets me: What if He’s not even requiring it, but just quietly welcoming
volunteers? Who would go with Him if you don’t have to? “Fellowship of His
sufferings” (Philippians 3:10)

“Lord, do you need a next one up? I’ll come with you.
Honestly scary, but with Him and Him working in me (Col. 1:29) --- 2 Cor. 12!!
>>>> The gospel and truth of Jesus to someone --- to the next






“The Definition of Stewardship”
Colossians 1:24-25

THE CHURCH!

My first impressions of “stewardship” in the church --- membership &
tithe envelopes

“Stewardship” = money, attendance, time, serving

Paul is all about serving the church
e The focal point of Colossians 1:24-25
o Suffering afflictions for the body/church v. 24
o Servant of the church v. 25
e “For the sake of” = uper = “FOR”

Paul is really FOR the body of Christ, the church! Sometimes hard to be for the church?
Frustrating, hurt, ---- people!! But it doesn’t deter Paul from being a SERVANT of the
church!

STEWARDSHIP
But being a servant of the church may or may not be what | thought or imagined!
v. 25 defines the servanthood (want what HE thinks, not what | think)

“according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you to fulfill the
Word of God”

There’s that word again! STEWARDSHIP: oikonomos
e 0ikos = house
e nomos = law/custom
e “the law or custom of the house” = the will, purpose, business of the master of the
house --- caring for what he cares for, has given, preserving, passing down
e What does the master care about? What is he giving and handing down?

From Him >>>> given to me >>>> for you

“to fulfill the Word of God”!! (“make the Word of God fully known” — ESV)

Clear already in Colossians that this is Paul’s priority/focus --- what he has been given to
“steward” or pass on: 1:5-7 (gospel), 15-20 (Jesus), 23, 27-28 (preach Christ); chapter 2
(Him); 2:17; 4:3!

Back to Colossians 1:23-25
Servant of the Gospel <= Servant of the Church



There can be no church apart from the gospel, and there can be no gospel apart from the
church

| can steward, care for, try to pass on a lot of things: music, style, program, property,
causes, ministries, planet --- we are told it is “stewardship”!!! We can have a building,
institution, program, ministries, events, but it’s not the church without the gospel!
“Christian ”

None of it is anything apart from the gospel --- amounts to nothing in eternity. But take it
from a man who is nearing heaven . . . all Paul’s writings are the Word, the Gospel,
Jesus!! Final writing to Timothy emphasizing what is being handed to him ---- “Preach
the Word!!” (revealing at the end of life what is most important --- Paul’s final words,
“last will and testament”)

THAT is stewardship! THAT is how you serve the church --- give Jesus, His Word, the
gospel!

How do | serve my family? Jesus, His Word, the gospel

How do | serve the church? Jesus, His Word, the gospel

How do | serve the world? Jesus, His Word, the gospel

THAT is stewardship! What am | giving, saving, keeping for them? May | be so into
Him that He is what | have to give

HE IS MASTER
There is actually great freedom in this!! I’m not the master . .. I’m just the steward
Note emphasis of Paul in this: “according to,” “from God” “given to me”

e Stewards don’t decide what matters --- just follow the master and give their lives to
that. The entire job and focus of a steward is about the master and his business ---
how Paul always thinks and talks about himself --- serve the Master!

e [ don’t decide what matters --- He does! I don’t decide what needs passed down --
- He does! It’s never about the steward --- it’s always about the master. A
description of what it means to serve the church --- it’s about the Master and His
Word!!

Isn’t this how it is throughout the Bible? It’s never about people doing what they thought
was important and how they wanted things or how they thought about things [Gnostic
teachers: “We know best™]

But God’s work has always been about choosing servants He could work through in HIS
way and how HE desired for HIS purposes --- what Paul is always about --- always
yielding to and dependent upon Jesus. | serve according to Him. v. 29: “His working
which works in me mightily”

What a way to live!!
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No wonder Paul could be at rest at the end of his life as he wrote his final words to
Timothy (2 Tim. 4:7)

Paul got everything done he wanted? Probably not

Everything was how Paul wanted? Probably not

Everyone was listening to Paul the way he hoped? Probably not

The church was fixed, his family was perfect, and everything was all set?
Probably not

But maybe the rest we see is someone who knows that it is not ours. HE IS THE
MASTER. | am His servant --- it’s about Him and what He cares about. It’s all His, and
it’s up to Him working in us anyway

That could provide rest at the end of life . . . and now. | would have to be pretty uptight
otherwise --- pressure, stress, it’s up to me

Anything | need to say to Him today: “I'm Your servant --- just the steward. IS
Yours and is up to You. I'm available to You, but it’s Yours. You are the Master.”

What a relief!
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“The Mystery of the Gospel”
Colossians 1:26

MYSTERY

Everyone loves “mystery” of some kind (fiction, puzzles, etc.) What’s my mystery of
choice? Amazing how much Paul talks about mystery in various places!

Romans 11:25; 16:25; 1 Corinthians 2:1, 7; 4:1; 13:2; 15:51; Ephesians 1:9; 3:3-4, 9;
5:32; 6:19; Colossians 1:26-27; 2:2; 4:3

Wow, that’s a lot of mystery! Was struck by the use of this in Colossians 1:26 . . . not
what was expected in a discussion about TRUTH

e There is a mystery involved regarding the truth

e What IS the mystery?

Context and grammar of Colossians 1:26 indicate that the mystery is “the Word of God”
(v. 25) Going even deeper, the mystery is Jesus Himself, the Living Word
e Whole context of Colossians 1:15-20 focus on Him
e Mystery © Jesus ... nearly every reference to “mystery” is connected to Christ!
o Especially Ephesians 3:4; 5:32 and Colossians 4:3 . . . “the mystery of
Christ”
o Colossians 1:27 . .. “Christ in you, the hope of glory”

Why is Jesus/His Word/the gospel a mystery???
Because everything about Him, who He is, what He does in us (1:27) is BEYOND
HUMAN UNDERSTANDING
e Point of the discussion in 1 Corinthians 2
e Language of both Colossians and Ephesians (written at/around same time) . . .
“unsearchable riches of Christ”
o Can’t be traced, off the trail, not a clue!
o Like an escape room, puzzle, or mystery that can’t find the
solution or resolution
e How it often feels in our world? Searching with no answers, no resolution ---
“unsearchable”

Jesus is what we are all looking for even before we know it --- beyond human reason and
answers of this world
Being drawn to Him by His PREVENIENT GRACE

Give people Jesus in our preaching and teaching --- what we and all the world needs!
e Not merely more or different human reason or wisdom
e Get back to Jesus and His Word, and give them that! Strong conviction! We need
Him, and He is the source of holiness! Preaching Christ = preaching holiness
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REVELATION
But how can we know and see Jesus if He is a mystery, beyond human understanding?
REVELATION! ... “revealed to His saints” (V. 26)

e “made visible, open to sight, brought to light”

e passive voice — what HE does, not what we figure out

e seeing what could not and was not seen

Common connection in the “mystery” passages: mystery € revelation
e Ephesians 3:3-8 --- not Paul’s ability, but grace, revelation, the Holy Spirit ---
God gave it!
e 1 Corinthians 2:6-11 --- even more explicit about this principle . . . The Spirit!
Revelation! Spiritual wisdom!

A fundamental by which God seems to operate . . . and of the Christian life --- He is able
and graciously reveals the DEEP mystery of Christ to His people, His saints . . . to reveal
to ordinary people what is beyond their human understanding --- all the riches of Christ
and the fullness of God

e All we need in abundance --- the goodness and grace of God!!

e What He did for and through the Old Testament prophets (1 Peter 1:10-12)

e Now His gift to us, His saints, regular people

Key is that this revelation of Jesus that God grants is only by the HOLY SPIRIT --- it is
not something that humans have the ability to understand apart from Him ---
SUPERNATURAL, beyond us

This is our need --- the supernatural power of God in our preaching and teaching!! 1 Cor.
2.5

Not some strange, outlandish manifestation, but a revelation of Jesus and the truth of His
Word (1 Cor. 2:2) --- knowing and really seeing Him --- the mystery of Christ ---
TRUTH!

--- the TRUTH of the Word is what really changes, transforms, convicts, saves,
sanctifies, heals

This is our need! Not merely more information, inspiration, instruction . . . the wisdom
of this world (what can be found on a greeting card)

We need the supernatural, AHA revelation of Jesus and His truth (1 Cor. 2:5) to and
through the saints --- what people can’t get anywhere else
e Do we have something to offer beyond what the world offers?
e \We need Jesus! Good news! --- God desires to graciously outpour this among us
by the Holy Spirit
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FOOLISHNESS
If this is so needed, why did God hide it?
e Colossians 1:26 --- “been hidden from ages and from generations” (perfect tense)
e 1 Corinthians 2:7-9
e Ephesians 3:9
Why would you hide something (mystery) on purpose from someone you love? Maybe
for the joy of surprise out of love (Christmas, birthday, surprise gifts, etc.)?

But maybe in God’s plan so that the mystery of Christ would ONLY be by revelation . . .
TOTAL DEPENDENCE UPON HIM --- not human ability or knowledge (the wisdom
of this world) --- but when we are at the end of ourselves

This is how Paul considers himself
e Ephesians 3:8 --- “less than the least of all the saints”
e 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 --- “weakness, fear, much trembling”’
e NOTHNG ABOUT ABILITY ... ALL ABOUT JESUS

Zoom out in 1 Corinthians and see even more about those whom God works through ---
THE FOOLISH (1 Cor. 1:17-29)
Isn’t this always the kind of people God worked through in the Bible?? Weak, foolish,
disregarded . . . Moses, David, Gideon, disciples . . . these are the ones to whom He
reveals the mystery of Christ ---- lifechanging AHA truth --- to the foolish!
e Disdain of the world, and from supposed “experts” for such people whom God
works through: “They are not qualified!”

e No wonder Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 6:19, “. .. and for me, that utterance may
be given to me, that | may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the
gospel”

GOOD NEWS! God can and will reveal truth --- the mystery of Christ --- light --- AHA
---all we need . . .

... to fools who have nothing but Him to depend upon, at the end of themselves, and who
are desperate for Jesus

We can have light, revival, truth, AHA, the revelation of Jesus . . . His HOLINESS being
real in us and through our lives, preaching and ministry in our day. . . for the fools and
the weak

Want to be one?
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“The Audience of the Gospel”
Colossians 1:27

TREASURE

Ever think it might be easier to NOT be “rich”? Few people would probably turn it down!
(inheritance, investment dividends, etc.)

But doesn’t it seem that with more “riches” comes more responsibility --- more decisions
to make?

Seems to be what Paul is conveying about this GOSPEL (of holiness) that the Colossians
have heard (v. 23) . . . what he himself has been entrusted with (v. 25) . . . this mystery
revealed to the saints (v. 26): This wondrous truth of Jesus (vv. 15-19), what is provided
for us in Him (vv. 20-21), and what He does IN US (v. 22) . . . holiness

Now verse 27 stands back in awe of this reality of Jesus and all He does in us (holiness)
and describes it as “riches” --- “We’re rich!”

e “riches” = wealth

e “glory” = what comes only from Him

e Ephesians 1:18; 3:16; Philippians 4:19
This is really something! A precious treasure --- who Jesus is and what He does in us!!
And God is FREELY granting this to us: “He WILLED to make known” (V. 27) --- not
stingy or withholding.
“Here you go!” --- like me wanting to give something precious to a loved one (like
grandparent mode!) --- this is how God is with giving all of this to us through His Son

Do | treat Him --- this truth --- in that way? This is humbling, sobering, convicting --- a
great calling and RESPONSIBILITY to receive this --- How do | treat this (Him) and
what do | do with it?
“Christian perfection is the grand depositum which God has lodged with the
people called Methodist; and for the sake of propagating this chiefly He appeared
to have raised us up.”
-- John Wesley, “Thoughts on Methodism,” 1768

AMONG THE GENTILES

What are we to do with this treasure of Jesus and what He does in us --- GRAND
DEPOSITUM?

This is the test of what we believe about this and it is the test of ourselves . . . Have we
really been changed by Him --- is it real in us?

The flow of truth --- of Jesus and His holiness
e Selflessness
e “Pay it forward” mentality
15



e “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8)
e Dispenser concept

“Willed to make known” (v. 27)
God == == His saints === among the Gentiles

Common phrase and focus in the New Testament: “among the Gentiles”

Acts 15:12; 21:19; Galatians 1:16; 2:2

Now Colossians 1:27 and Ephesians 3:1-9 (written at or around same time)

Like the whole purpose of the revelation to Paul and the saints is so that it can go to the
Gentiles!! God’s flow and purpose --- dispensers = holiness

Not only holiness in manner and purpose, but HOLINESS MESSAGE to the Gentiles ---
this mystery that has been revealed to the saints so that it might be made known among
the Gentiles:

Christ in you (v. 27) --- what He does for us and IN US

Struck by how Paul does not “hold back™ for the Gentiles with this message. Not one
message for the Jews and one for the Gentiles. Not a “basic” or “introductory” message
for the Gentiles, then talk about holiness later. No “bait and switch”

Everywhere Paul went and preached it was the full truth and message --- the mystery that
had been revealed --- now MADE KNOWN to the Gentiles

e Culturally appropriate, but no holding back

e They responded!!

e The need of our day???

Could a message of Scriptural holiness be the very way to win people and groups who
could seem to be unreachable in our day? Could a clear, undiluted, culturally relevant,
but bold message of Christian perfection be exactly what our world is waiting and
looking for?

We first need the revelation of truth for ourselves! But could this, then, be the key to
reaching the “Gentiles” of our day? To take this “among them” and let this truth be made
known “among them” (John Wesley in his day)

Who might be the “Gentiles” for our context? To be among them to offer with grace this
clear and undiluted truth

Gripped by this conviction!!!! How? Where? “Take us there, Lord, and work through
us.”

No wonder Paul’s prayer in Colossians 4:2-4 . . . “Continue earnestly in prayer, being
vigilant in it with thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to
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us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, that
I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.”

HEAVENLY PLACES

“One more thing . . .”

Remember Colossians and Ephesians written at/around same time --- delivered together.
Similar wording and concepts (Colossians 1 and Ephesians 3) discussing this concept of
being a dispenser and the flow of these riches to the Gentiles (Eph. 3:8-9)

“But wait, there’s more!” . . . Ephesians 3:10

“To the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places”

Paul also makes reference to these principalities and powers in Colossians --- it’s real!!
WHAT TO MAKE OF THIS?

Preaching to much bigger audience than we realize --- attendance in the millions! ©
On a more serious note, still seeking to understand the significance of this --- it’s all so
much more than only a physical venture, physical mechanics, details about church,
preaching. etc. (which I can get very focused on) . . .

This is a spiritual venture!! The heavenly realms are looking on and there is a spiritual
battle even at this moment! (Ephesians 6) ... HELL IS OPPOSED TO A HOLINESS
MESSAGE --- does not want the “Gentiles” of our day to know this truth

God has invested and entrusted this treasure to His saints --- flow concept:
God ®= =5 His saints ®= 5= among the Gentiles === heavenly realms

No wonder it is vital what we are in our own lives as we preach this!
Let Him work in me so that He can work through me to make the truth known to the

“Gentiles” and to the heavenly realms?

Heaven is looking on right now! What will | do?
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“The Focus of the Gospel”
Colossians 1:28-29

HIM WE PREACH
We all have our “causes” --- things we feel passion, conviction, loyalty toward (politics,
relationships, entertainment, sports??)
We are designed to have a “cause”, to give our lives to something, and it will come out:
e Inour lives (actions, investment, etc.)
e In our words (Matthew 12:34) “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks”

For Paul only ONE thing --- not a thing, but a Person
Philippians 1:21; 3:8-11; 1 Corinthians 2:2
Comes out in his life, actions, investments . . . and in his words (preaching)

Why so clear, plain, and simple in Colossians 1:28: “Him we preach”
e Main verb
Emphatic (“we” pronoun)
“warning” (admonish, “put in mind” = most important!)
“teaching” (instructing)
Reference back to verse 27: “Christ in you, the hope of glory . . . Him we

preach”
THIS IS WHAT PAUL IS ALL ABOUT AND WANTS TO CONVEY TO PEOPLE

Paul’s singular message and focus is Jesus as He works in Paul (v. 29)
CHRIST IN YOU! HIM WE PREACH! HIM WORKING IN ME!

A singular cause === a singular message, purpose

Not surprising --- the very heartbeat and focus of the entire New Testament
e Preaching Christ everywhere with a constant focus on Him
e His indwelling presence and working in us through the Holy Spirit --- fundamental
of the New Testament

Also the fulfillment of the plan of God pointed to in all the Scripture, from the Old
Testament --- “Christ in you, the hope of glory”
e God’s presence, glory (what is only of Him), and nature being made known here in
and through us
e Ephesians 1:13-14 --- the Holy Spirit as our “deposit” or “guarantee”
e “Oh what a foretaste of glory divine” . . .
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No wonder Paul is RELENTLESS in this focus and message, including here in
Colossians --- it’s the one TRUTH --- “the hope of glory”

Paul does not even address false teaching or other “causes” --- just faithfully and
continually presents Christ in you --- Him we preach . . .

... knowing that He is the answer and will handle everything else --- Paul’s POSITIVE
approach to preaching and life!! Just lift up Jesus!!
Convicting! Will I allow Jesus to be my cause? | will indeed have a cause!

WAY OF HOLINESS
Isn’t this narrow?

1. In Jesus dwells all the fullness of God (Colossians 1:19; 2:9)

2. Jesus IS the way and source of holiness --- it is not what we do, but who He is and
what He does in us to produce His nature and work that out in every aspect of our
lives

The reconciliation brought about through Jesus is for the purpose of HIS holiness in us
and through us! (verses 20-22) --- Wesley’s “Order of Salvation” and Christian
perfection

... therefore, Paul says we preach Him (in you) “that we may present every man perfect
in Christ” (v. 28)

Scriptural holiness again!
e Don’t have to search for it --- it is the truth and essence of God’s Word (just preach
the Word)
e Christ is the way and source of holiness! “Perfect in Christ” follows from “Him
we preach” (“in order that” = purpose)

Preaching Jesus Christ (in you) is the key to holiness
Christ in you ® == holiness

“ .. Jesus Christ, proclaim Him. Don’t preach salvation; don’t preach holiness; don’t
preach the baptism of the Holy Ghost; preach Jesus Christ and everything else will takes
its rightful place. The sanctification of the Bible never fixes you on the fact that you are
delivered from sin: it fixes you on the One who is Sanctification. Sanctification is not
something Jesus Christ gives me, it is Himself in me.”

-Oswald Chambers, God’s Workmanship, “God’s Methods”

Isn’t this why the emphasis on the phrase “every man” --- three times in v. 28!! Jesus is
the answer and is able produce His holiness in every person --- “every man perfect in
Christ”

¢ Not a different message to different groups

e Not a call for us to change ourselves
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e Just an invitation to let Him work in us and through us

Could a message of Scriptural holiness be the very way to win people and groups who
could seem to be unreachable in our day? Could a clear, undiluted, culturally relevant,
but bold message of Christian perfection be exactly what our world is waiting and
looking for?

A steadfast preaching of “Christ in you”
What will be my cause? If not this, | will have something as my cause that | preach and
live --- why not preach the only cause that leads to any real effect?

DIVING IN

There’s a cost to every cause: time, money, energy, emotion, maybe more?
A cost to this cause of preaching Christ (in you)

“To this end” (v. 29) = “into which” = DIVING IN --- Isn’t that we do with any cause?
We dive in with the cost and investment
v. 29 describes the cost of diving into this cause of preaching Christ (in you)
e “labor” (kopiao) = to be tired, grow weary, work hard, toil (from kopos = “a
striking, beating™) . . . 1 Timothy 4:10; 2 Timothy 2:6
e “striving” (agonidzomai) = to contend for a prize (“agonize”) . .. 1 Timothy 6:12;
2 Timothy 4:7
What a picture of the cost of preaching Christ (in you)!!

1. We know the physical cost for Paul in ministry to live and preach Christ (2
Corinthians 6 and 11) --- gripping!!
2. But also the spiritual cost
o The spiritual battle (principalities and powers) --- all hell will oppose this
message
o Dispenser concept --- 2 Corinthians 4:7-12

But there’s good news in this . . . I’'m not alone and it is not dependent on my ability . . .
V. 29 “according to His working which works in me mightily”

“working . . . works” (energeo) = His energy!

“mightily” = His power!

Ephesians 1:19-20; 3:20; Philippians 2:13

Right back to “Christ in you” AGAIN!!!

What if we could know the reality of this in life AND in the preaching of it? (1 Cor. 2:4-
5)
Christ in us producing His holiness is good news for “every man” --- not what we are to
do (more, better, try harder, etc.), but an invitation to who He is and what He can and will
do in and through us --- GOOD NEWS!!!
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And especially for us who preach, teach, minister, and witness to Him --- it is His
ministry through us

Preaching and living a witness of His holiness is not on me! It’s His deal!
“Lord Jesus, I can’t, You never said I could; but You can, and always said You would.
That is all I need to know.” --- Major lan Thomas, The Indwelling Life of Christ
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“The Paradox of Indwelling”
Colossians 1:27-29

What is a paradox? When two things cannot be true at the same time. Examples.
Christianity seems a paradox, especially Colossians 1:27-29 --- “Christ in you.”
e Fundamental of indwelling Christ, His Holy Spirit working in us
o What??? Another person lives inside me? There’s actually 2 people living inside
of me?
At least two things about this paradox . . .

PERSONHOOD
What it means to be a person. While indwelling is a paradox to our world, it is
NORMAL in Scripture!!

e Foretold in OT: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27

e Exhibited/demonstrated in Jesus: John 14:9-11; 17:20-23

God’s design for personhood
e Jesus became fully human (while remaining fully God). In Him we see what it is
to be human
e God the creator/originator of personhood --- not what we think or want it to be
e Personhood is from Him, and we are made in His image = human, person

He is 3 persons in 1--- Triune God, one in nature, yet three distinct Persons (“Holy, Holy,
Holy”), each with mind, will, emotions (Father jealous, compassionate, hate, wrath,
sorrow, joy; Jesus wept; Holy Spirit can be grieved)

One in nature and unity, yet never operate independently of one another (as the world

teaches --- “Be my own person”), but three Persons of the Trinity dependent, intertwined
--- Romans 8:9-11

The extent of this seen in the Father indwelling Jesus through the Holy Spirit (Luke 4;
Romans 8:9-11). Does not diminish personhood, but defines and shapes it!
e Jesus indwelt by the Father not an exception of what it means to be a
person/human, but the FULFILLMENT of it --- true person, real human
e Not our world’s idea of personhood, but God’s design
True humanity about being indwelt by Jesus through the Holy Spirit as Jesus is indwelt
by the Father through the Spirit: John 15:4-5; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; 2 Cor. 13:5; Col. 1:27-29

“Wait!! Where am [ in all of this? What’s MY identity?”

But this is not a loss or diminishing of identity, but the discovery, realization of identity,
flourishing and thriving
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e [t’s still me, but the me that I was made to be with Him within --- identity in Christ
(Gal. 2:20)

e Not only here, but eternal?? “Christ in you, the hope of glory”

POWER

A 2" thing about this paradox to our world: power/source for living

We are taught in this world to depend upon something: knowledge, ability, looks,
personality, money, position, identity ---- or trust someone who has one of these!

Again in Jesus we see God’s plan for what a person is to be: dependent upon the Father
for everything: John 5:19-20; 14:10-11; Acts 2:22; Luke 4:14
Instead of weakness or something to regret, this is the perfect design and plan of God!

The world would say, “Use your ability.” But Jesus set aside or chose not to use divine
abilities (omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence) when He became fully human while
remaining fully God. “Emptied Himself of all but love” (“And Can It Be?”)

FULLY HUMAN + FULLY GOD

Fully human = being filled/indwelt by God and dependent/sourced by Him
e Why Paul is so factual about it in his writings: Phil. 2:13; Eph. 3:20
e Colossians 1:29!! Note repetition and emphasis: “His working which works in me
mightily”
The design and plan for the Christian life --- we are saved and sanctified for relationship
with Him AND to be vessels through whom He works = vessels of honor (2 Tim. 2:21) =
Holiness = Jesus dispensers

“Wait!! It’s Him working through me? It is His ability or mine? What’s Him and what’s
me?
1. Would it be OK if it is Him working in every single activity and it is ALL reliance
upon Him? Examples
2. lIs it OK that this is a learning and growing in grace as He brings things to my
attention? What | need Him for --- everything

YIELDING
This all points to what seems to be the main requirement for this life of being indwelt:
Yield!

Logical: if two people are going to occupy the same space (sibling, roommate, marriage),
someone is going to have to yield! Who likes to yield??

But how much more in being indwelt by the Living God --- truly what Christianity is ---
sharing space with Jesus as the Holy Spirit dwells with me in this body
e The beauty of constant presence, relationship, fellowship --- never alone

23



e But who is going to yield? Am I going to ask Him to yield?
Paul: I yield! 1 Cor. 6:19-20

1. Inyielding, I discover true identity, fulfillment as a person

2. Inyielding, | know a true power and source beyond me

Paradox to our world --- makes no sense, this life of being indwelt by Jesus.

But He yielded --- and keeps yielding. He is really into yielding. What real humans look
like. Do | want to yield and keep yielding? Holiness.
“How may I yield to You?”
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“The Cost of Encouragement”
Colossians 2:1-2

ENCOURAGEMENT

Everyone | will ever meet needs encouragement --- we don’t often think about it or don’t
think of someone needing that: parents, siblings, kids, pastor, boss, someone who seems
to have everything. Itisa 100% certainty that | encountered someone today who needs
encouragement --- maybe even sitting next to me

parakaleo = “to call out alongside” = “comfort,” “urge”
What Paul was all about in his ministry --- no “hit and run” evangelist

e Repeat visits

e Long stays

e Writing letters

e Sending other people in his place
Even while under house arrest in Rome, he cannot stop being this --- see it 00zing in
these Prison Epistles, especially Philemon and Colossians --- relationship, running
together, encouragement.

e Band of brothers

e Encouragement to Philemon

e Encouragement from Philemon (v. 7)

e Tone of encouragement to Colossians
I am personally learning so much from this approach --- not finger wagging, but a hand
of grace out --- parakaleo --- everyone needs encouragement!

Now here again in Colossians 2:1-2 to Colossians, Laodiceans, all who have not yet seen
his face

o Relational tone

e That hearts may be encouraged, knit together
All from house arrest! Cannot stop this or help himself --- because this is the product
of the indwelling Christ --- “for” in 2:1 the connection or outflow of 1:27-29

This is what Jesus does --- a large part of what the sanctified life looks like
Deeper sanctification >>>> deeper encouragement to others

Good news! I don’t know how to encourage others, but He is and does --- just be

dependent upon the indwelling Christ!

Everyone | know needs encouragement!

COST

But the issue with encouragement is that there’s always a cost for the one giving the
encouragement --- encouragement costs!
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Think about it: If everyone needs encouragement, then someone is going to have to give
what he or she needs for himself!

Cost issue comes up on Colossians 1:
e Jesus (vv. 20-22)
o Paul (v.24)
e Principle, summary, fundamental of v. 29

Paul’s graphic language in v. 29 of the cost of the indwelling Christ working through us
for others
e “labor” (kopiao) = to be tired, grow weary, work hard, toil (from kopos = “a
striking, beating”) . . . 1 Timothy 4:10; 2 Timothy 2:6
e “striving” (agonidzomai) = to contend for a prize (‘“agonize™) . .. 1 Timothy 6:12;
2 Timothy 4:7

Now echoes that in 2:1: “what a great conflict I have for you”
e “conflict” = agon --- noun forum of agonidzomai = fight, battle, struggle
e “Ihave” =exo = | bear it
Hard for me to take in and hear about all that Paul “bore”:
o All the hardships of his journeys and ministry
o 2 years in a Caesarea prison, awaiting trials
o Journey to Rome and shipwreck
o Now two years under house arrest when writing this
o 2Cor. 11
But that’s how Jesus’ encouragement works --- the indwelling Christ working through us
--- A COST
Paul expresses this principle in 2 Cor. 1:3-5 with “comfort” (parakaleo)
God’s comfort >>>> to us >>>> through us to you

What Paul yielded his life to be --- a conduit for encouragement from the indwelling
Christ. Really quite a thing!! Don’t we think Paul needed encouragement himself???
And yet he kept giving away the very thing he needed!

Yet, Jesus’ constant faithfulness and provision --- and out of great need, pain, suffering,
sorrow come great encouragement to others. Want to be one of those? (old saint in
hospital) Everyone | know needs encouragement

CONTRAST

Besides the suffering part, the problem I have with this is the “I want you to know”
(perfect tense = “to have seen™). “Wait! You want people to know about your sacrifices
for them?” A little self-serving? (leave the price tag on a gift?)

But 2 differences:
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1. Focus on Jesus!

Everything Paul has said so far focuses on Jesus (Colossians 1)

It’s not like he changes course here --- been talking about Jesus, but now time
for some “Me time!”

This flows out of the “Christ in you” and “his working in me” message
Could Paul’s purpose in highlighting is own agon for them be not to “toot his
own horn,” but to really point to his source for that? “I can’t, but it’s Jesus
working in me --- and He can in you all too!”

2. To show a contrast?

Seems to be some indication that there are some around who are misleading and
taking advantage of the Colossians in some way (2:4, 8, 18)

We’re used to experiencing that in our world --- someone wants something
from you. There may be what seems like a “good” offer --- but it is going to
cost YOU and benefit THEM in the end! Always a “hook” (sales, time share
presentation, family or friend with a “ledger”)

But Jesus is different --- “Love keeps no record of wrongs”

What we are seeing in Paul? Cost for ME . . . encouragement for YOU
“See the difference that an indwelling Christ makes?” How He is --- the cross

Want others to be seeing that difference in me? Everyone | know needs encouragement.
Deeper sanctification >>>> deeper encouragement to others

| am probably in need myself right now. Trust Him for mine, and let Him give to others
through me?
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